
Novembe「 20, 2024

CindyDunn,

Secretary DCNR

400 Market Street

Har「isburg, PA 17105

F「ankしin丁ownship-s Board ofSupe「visors oppose any Pしans to equip Big EしkCreekState Pa「k

with a campgrOund, R・V fac冊es’OVe「night occupanCy bu皿ngs o「 fac冊es’Visitors /

education center, Or entertainment fac冊es that have been proposed by DCNR. Whiしe

pubしicto岨S, a maintenance and office st「ucture, SuCh asthose currentしyattheWhite Cしay

creek P「eserve, are aCCePtabしe the extensive const「uction proposed by DCNR is not.

The increasedtraffic, nOise andしight poし冊on’「Oad damage,しitte「, and increased demands

onfi「e, POしice, and ambuしance servicesthatw旧esuしtf「omt「ansforming Big EしkC「eekfrom

an untouched,しightしy deveしOPed p「eserve into a fuししse「vice State Park w岨Put an undue

burden on ourtownShip.

F「ankしin Township is not aしOne in these concernS. EachしOCaしTownship touched by this

proposed State Park reaしizes the damage and financiaしdemands DCNR's pしans w岨

cause. Those conce「ns have beenverycしearしycommunicated to DCNR’SOthere shouしd be

nodoubtthatwe a「ecommittedtostoppingthe negative impactthese pしansw岨have on ou「

COmmunities.

our Township has a smaししoperating budget that cannot accOmmOdate the increased

demands on our roads, StO「mWate「managementinfrastructure, and pubしic servicesthatthe

proposed State Parkwouしd create・ Every pubしic se「vice ourTownship utilizes - Pa「ticuしarしy

the requisite Fire andAmbuしance services- are aしready requestinginc「easedfunding・ Many

of our resident struggしe to meet their currenttax obしigations, and the Boa「d of Superviso「s

works yea「しy to contain costs and to avoid tax increases that wouしd cause further

ha「dship. The strain on our community from the proposed State Park wouしd make it

impossibしeforusto containthese costs.

Further, the Pemsyしvania State Poしice have aしso wamed us of the need fo「 inc「eased

cove「age due to traffic from cars and rec「eationaしVehicしes the parkwouしd create・



we understand that pubしic to嶋ts’ t「ait maintenance, riparian repair’ and a

maintenance/Office structure may be necessa「y. Ovemight accommodations and

accompanying extensive inf「ast「uctu「e to suPPOrt those accommodations are not・

Any such deveしOPment WOuしd cause irreparabしe ha「m to ou「 communlties and the naturaし

baしancewithin the preserve・ DCNR shouしd consider’nOt Onしyhowthei「 deveしopment pしans

w岨negativeしy impact the community, but what thisしand was intended to be, aしargeしy

untouched natu「e p「eserVe・

To concしude,fo「thesake ofou「communityand its 「esidents,the FrankしinTownship Board of

supervisors strongしy requests the redesignation of Big Eしk Creek State Pa「k to a State

prese「vewith the understand ofwhatthatword means: the prese「vation of Big EしkC「eekas

a naturaしandしightしy deveしoped refuge for aしし・

we askthat DCNR reconsiderits pしanningfo「thisvaしuabしe 「esource and pubしicしyannounce

a pしanto redesignatethisしand as a Preserve・

With conce「n,

Donna Dea,ViceChairperson

CC:　Govemo「」oshShap「io


